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Lifelong GGC patient, Nikolai Madden, with Fran Annese, LMSW, GGC’s  
Greenwood Clinic Manager and Coordinator of the Genomic Discovery Program.





Dear Friends,

As I reflect on the past year, one word comes to mind: grateful.

I’m grateful for your generosity. I’m grateful for the incredible team at the Greenwood Genetic Center. I’m 
grateful for the families whose lives are being impacted every day that we may never know about. I’m grateful 
for your loyalty, and for the new donors who have joined us on this journey. And I’m especially grateful for your 
belief in our mission.

This year, we have remained committed to the goals of our Care Reimagined campaign. We are still in the 
trenches of our bold $7 million campaign to expand access, invest in equipment that discovers answers faster for 
patients, and ultimately improve the quality of life for families across our region and beyond. The urgency of this 
work has never been clearer, and your giving helps us meet that urgency with compassion, precision, and care.

We continue to see growth in overall giving, which is encouraging and essential. But to reach our vision, we 
need more people to know what you already believe—the Greenwood Genetic Center is changing lives! What’s 
the best way for that to happen? Word of mouth. Introductions to friends, neighbors, and colleagues remain 
our most effective pathway to welcoming new donors into this mission. If there is someone you would like to 
introduce to our work, we would be honored to meet them.

A few meaningful wins this year worth celebrating...

There is still work to be done. But because of your generosity, we are moving forward with momentum, 
determination, and faith.

So simply, THANK YOU! We are grateful you are on this journey with us.

With gratitude,

Cady Nell Keener
Executive Director
Greenwood Genetic Center Foundation

•	 The incredible energy at Keys for Care, our dueling pianos fundraiser - Thank you for making it 
such a success! Mark your calendars for January 22, 2026, for next year’s event! 

•	 The launch of our reinvigorated Partnership Campus vision has begun to take shape. Watch for 
exciting details on this progress. 

•	 Renewed our focus on raising support for our engaging education division, which reaches 
students across South Carolina and inspires the next generation of scientists and clinicians. 

•	 And stories like Mabry Dill’s—a toddler now free of debilitating spasms thanks to genetic testing 
and surgery (see p. 6). This is a reminder to us that your gifts are pushing the boundaries of what is 
possible in genetic care.



The impact of your generosity is ASTOUNDING!

You and your fellow donors are directly helping patients and families across 
SC and around the world by removing financial barriers to care and supporting 
GGC in improving diagnostic testing, developing a better understanding of 
genetic disorders, and inspiring the next generation of clinicians and scientists!

Thanks to you!



$655,774

Compassionate Care

GGC Foundation Gifts
                                       was raised for the GGC Foundation through the generosity of 398  
                                    donors. Funds supported all areas of the GGC mission, including 
$150,029 to directly impact patients through the GGC Cares Fund to offset the cost of vital 
genetic services for uninsured or underinsured families. In the last year, $120,828 was paid 
out to assist 36 families with the cost of genetic care, testing, and/or treatment.

                         patients with genetic concerns received clinical  
                        care through in-person consultations, telemedicine 
evaluations, or asynchronous eVisits.
5,824

Finding Answers
                         diagnostic genetic tests were completed to help identify  
                         an often long-awaited diagnosis - providing answers and 
the hope of an improved quality of life for patients and their families.
18,110      

Future Geneticists
                          students in middle and high school were exposed to  
                          innovative hands-on lab experiences to improve their 
understanding of genetics and explore career opportunities in our exciting 
and rewarding field.

8,286

Research Advances
                               in research grant funding through continued  
                              success with NIH grants and numerous awards 
from family-led rare disease foundations. The Research team 
was also instrumental in evaluating cases within the Genomic 
Discovery Program, including establishing a disease/gene 
association for a newly identified X-linked intellectual disability.

$1.06M

Global Reach
            peer-reviewed papers were                         
            published to share GGC’s scientific 
advances with scientists and clinicians 
around the world. 

76

All data reflect GGC’s most recently completed fiscal year of  
July 1, 2024- June 30, 2025



Genetics Care Reimagined
GGC’s Precision Medicine Initiative is changing the way we provide genetics 
care! Through our ‘Four A’s’ we are envisioning a world where all patients 
who need services have that ACCESS, and through state-of-the-art and novel 
technologies our ANALYSIS will provide long-awaited ANSWERS which will lead 
to ACTION through effective and personalized treatments. 

Access
“We found the Greenwood Genetic 
Center just a little over a year after 
Abbie was diagnosed and found out 
that Dr. Skinner was a Rett specialist. 
So we reached out to him and 
scheduled our first appointment and 
we’ve been coming here ever since.

The Greenwood Genetic Center has 
been a little home away from home. 
They are like extended family.”

Michelle Montgomery 
Mom to Abbie who joined the GGC family 

following her diagnosis with Rett syndrome. 
GGC is a Rett Syndrome Center of Excellence.

Analysis
“We’ve been coming to 
Greenwood Genetic Center 
since Nikolai was a year and a 
half old. It’s really important to 
have someone who is always 
determined to find the cause and 
never give up.

GGC has been helpful in guiding 
us in the right direction for 
specialized care and helped with 
resources in Nikolai’s transition to 
adulthood.”

Susan Arnold
Grandmother of Nikolai Madden who has 

been a patient at GGC for 15 years. While a 
diagnosis has not yet been identified, GGC’s 

team perseveres and reaches out to this family 
anytime a new test is available. 

Meet Abbie’s family here. 



“No stone has been left unturned. 
We have been really impressed 
with the care we’ve received at 
the Greenwood Genetic Center.

We’ve just been blessed to work 
with this incredible team. They 
have given us immense peace of 
mind as parents.”

David and Jillian Dill 
Parents to Mabry who has had extensive 

testing at GGC providing information that 
confirmed her eligibility for life-altering 

surgery to eliminate seizures.

Action
“With support from Gene  
Spotlight, a leading nonprofit  
dedicated to medical research 
and advocacy, our team has  
identified a class of well-known 
FDA-approved anti-inflammatory 
drugs showing great promise in 
treating symptoms of mucopoly-
saccharidosis type 1. 

This partnership and ground-
breaking work is advancing 
personalized medicine and 
uncovering new treatment targets 
for patient care.”

Rich Steet, PhD 
GGC’s Director of Research whose  

collaboration with Gene Spotlight is  
reimagining precision care for patients  

with specific rare disease variants.

OUR MISSION

The Greenwood Genetic Center is a nonprofit institute organized to provide 
clinical genetic services, diagnostic laboratory testing, educational programs 

and resources, and research in the field of medical genetics.

Answers

See more of Mabry’s story here.



What’s your

Why?
Maybe you give because the Greenwood Genetic 
Center has directly impacted you or someone you 
love, or because you want to support an organization 
that is committed to compassionate care, or maybe 
you’re really excited about the science...

“As the treasurer of the Greenwood Genetic Center Board 
of Directors, I see where the hard-earned funds come from 
and the significant number of families that are served. 
Julie and I have the good fortune to be able to give a 
little of our resources to several organizations when we 
can actually see that it really helps other people. We are 
honored to be able to help GGC in anyway we can.”

John A. Miller, Jr.
President Emeritus, AnMed Health System

GGC Board of Directors, Treasurer 
GGC Foundation Board of Trustees

“As a founding donor of the Greenwood Genetic Center, 
The Self Family Foundation deeply appreciates the 
dedication of the Center’s staff in advancing research to 
improve diagnoses and pursue treatments and cures for 
families seeking answers. Over the past fifty years, the 
Foundation has taken great pride in the Center’s growth, 
global collaboration, and educational opportunities, 
confident that the late Jim Self would be proud to see their 
initial investment continuing to change lives and shape the 
future of genetics.”

Mamie Nicholson
President, The Self Family Foundation

“In my 18 years at the Greenwood Genetic Center, I’ve 
witnessed the extraordinary impact of our work—parents 
finding answers and hope after years of uncertainty, and 
children whose futures are brighter because of the care 
they receive here. Every day, our dedicated providers and 
talented scientists make a lasting difference. I’m proud to 
financially support this work and and play a small part in this 
meaningful mission.” 

Lori Bassett, MS, CGC
GGC’s Director of Communications   

Member of the Giving Greater Care Circle of employee donors

If you’d like to share your reason for 
giving, please scan the QR code.



Expanding our

Reach
Events allow us to connect on a personal level 
with many of our supporters and donors and 
also to share our work with new friends. 

Events like Race the Helix and Keys for Care 
directly support the GGC Cares Fund providing 
genetic services, testing, and treatment for 
families who need financial assistance. Your 
participation makes a direct impact on the life 
of a GGC family. 

Race the Helix has evolved into a 5K 
event that spans the country with tremendous support 
from the local Greenwood and Greenville communities 
as well as national sponsors from SC to California! 

Race the Helix - Greenwood (year 14) and Race the 
Helix - Upstate (year 11) jointly raised $47,585 for the 
GGC Cares Fund to ensure that cost is never a barrier 
to quality genetic services, testing, or treatment.

Double Helix Society  
The GGC Foundation’s Double Helix Society recognizes 
donors who made an annual gift of $1,000 or more to 
help transform genetic care. In October, Lomax and 
Marilyn Murphy, Double Helix Society members, hosted 
this generous group at a reception to celebrate the 
difference their philanthropy is making in the lives of 
children and families like the Shenals (pictured here 
with Cady Nell Keener, and GGC’s President and CEO, 
Dr. Steve Skinner). To learn more about GGC’s giving 
societies, reach out to Cady Nell at ckeener@ggc.org.

Keys for Care
The GGC Foundation’s 2nd dueling pianos 
fundraiser, Keys for Care, was held in March 
and raised $31,000 for the Care Reimagined 
campaign! This wonderful event attracted 
longtime supporters as well as those just 
learning about GGC for a fun evening of food, 
drink, and amazing music from Uptown Dueling 
Pianos who played audience requests and the 
favorite songs of some of our beloved GGC 
patients.  

Join us for the next Keys for Care  
on January 22, 2026! Learn more at  
event.gives/keysforcare2026



Thank you to our Generous Donors
* Current members of GGC’s Board of Directors, Holdings Board, or the GGC Foundation Board of Trustees

Founder’s Society  
($25,000+ lifetime giving)

Josephine Abney
Bill & Hazel Allin
Amgen USA, Inc.
AWT Family Foundation
George Ballentine Ford, Lincoln, Inc.
Believe in Me Foundation
Bionano Genomics
BlueCross BlueShield of South 
Carolina Foundation
Joe & *Vickie Chandler
Countybank Foundation
Ravenel & Elizabeth Curry  
Foundation
Dianne Patricia Leary Fund
The Duke Endowment
The Duke Energy Foundation
Robert & Martha Erwin
First Citizens Foundation
Foundation for a Greater  
Greenwood
The Fullerton Foundation, Inc.
Richard & Sharlene Greene
Harold P. Hope III
Dru Timmons James & Ennis James
Steven & Claire Kuhl
Andy & Barbara Massimilla
John & Norma McAlhany
Jim & Jane McDonald
*John & Julie Miller
Mutual of America Financial Group
O’Dell Corporation
Walter Patterson III
Dayton & Anne Riddle
The Self Family Foundation
Jim Self
Sally Self
Richard & Helen Simensen
Steve & Cindy Skinner
Jurgen & Anita  Spranger
Roger & Leslie Stevenson
Chip & Lorraine Stockman
Sonny & Kay Tuck
Chris & Rebecca Twomey Family 
Foundation
William A. & Betty J. Klauber Trust
Don Wilson
Ray L. Wilson Fund
Frank & Cathy Witney 
 

Double Helix Society 
($1,000+ annual giving)

B. & Margaret Adams, Jr.
Hazel Allin
Amgen USA, Inc.
Ascend Cares Foundation
*Mark & Hope Askew
AWT Family Foundation
*Dell & Tink Baker
Bal & Kit Ballentine
Ruck & *Terri Barnes
Robert Best
BioMarin Pharmaceuticals
Bionano Genomics
Joan T. Bishop
Eugene & Brandi Buff
Grant & Kameryn Butler
Pierce & *Helen Campbell
Ashley Campfield
Carolina Health Centers, Inc.
Joe & *Vickie Chandler
*Richard & Pattie Christian
*Howell & Joan Clyborne, Jr.
*Reid & Margaret Conrad
Mike & Rossie Corwon
Countybank Foundation
Ravenel & Elizabeth Curry Foundation
Cycle Pharmaceuticals Limited
Davis Family Foundation, Inc.
Tony & *Christen Davis
Peggy Davis
The Hack Foundation, Inc.
Martha Dunlap
John & Kathryn Eichelberger
Elaine Epstein
Eton Pharmaceuticals
First Citizens Bank
First Citizens Foundation
Herman & Alison Fletcher
*Reynolds Flowe
Charles & Sharon Fox
Mike & Casey Friez
Fulcrum Risk Solutions
Gene Spotlight, Inc
George Ballentine Ford, Lincoln, Inc.
Gilbert Timothy Gonzalez
Richard & Sharlene Greene
Greenwood Capital Associates
Greenwood Development LLC
Gary & Marg Gunderson
The Hack Foundation, Inc.
Harley Funeral Home and Crematory
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.
Glenda R Horton
John Hunt
Surendra & Neeli Jain
Dru Timmons James & Ennis James

Julie Jones
Ken & Karin Karey
Doug Kauffmann
David & Cady Nell Keener
Luke & Kathryn Schanen  
Kissam 
Tom & Beth Klauber
Steven & Claire Kuhl
LabCorp
Sumeer & *Megha Lal
Manley Garvin, LLC
*Matthew & Liza Logan
Lonza Greenwood, LLC
Tommy & Lynne Lovett
Mike & Kelly Lyons
Maynard Nexsen
Calhoun & Cathy Mays
*John & Julie Miller
Charles & Alice-Ann Moates
Bobby Motte
Lomax & Marilyn Murphy
Lee & Deb Natvig
*Jay & Christy Nexsen
*Tommy & Becki Plumer
*Chris & Donna Przirembel
PTC Therapeutics
*Arthur Radcliffe
G & Boo Ramage
Sanofi
Richard & Susan Schroer
*Charles & Sarah Schulze
Self Regional Healthcare
*Bubba & Leigh Self
Furman & *Kay Self
Mat & Dixie Self
Sally Self
*Sym & Nina Singh
Chris & Mariana Singleton
Steve & Cindy Skinner
Dewitt & Cindy Smith
South Carolina Tel-Con
Rich & Heather Steet
*Bill & Linda Stevens
Janet Still
Chip & Lorraine Stockman
John & Ferol Stroud
David & Kerry Tieman
Kathy Tomashitis
Nina S. Trent
Lynn Vaughn
Vidya Herbs
Wagner Foundation 
Bill & Louise Watkins
Wesley Commons Health &  
Rehabilitation Center
Calvin & *Holisa  Wharton
Don Wilson
*Ray & Marie Wilson
Frank & Cathy Witney



Discovery Circle 
(up to $999 annual giving)

Danner & Joanne Abernathy
Ambry Genetics
Kevin Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Bob &  Susan Ariail
Anna Arnett
Associated Petroleum Carriers, Inc.
Erin Bailey
Larry & Rhonda Barnette
David Bell
Hunter McClintock Bell
TJ & Katie Bickes
Len Bornemann
Elizabeth Bowman
Shane Boyce
Melissia Brannen
Alisha Bridges
Jenna Broadwell
Julie Brown
Barry & Denise Bryson
Andrew & Brandon Bryson
David & Kelly Buckshorn
Michele Bufano
Jim Burke
Burton Center Foundation
C.E. Bourne & Co., Inc.
Ken & Sue Carrick
Larry & Judy Cash
John Mark & Mary Christian
Anita Clardy
David & Mary Cline
Betsy Collins
Jennifer Combs
Devore & Margaret Compton
Brandon Conick
Michelle Conway
Kaye Cox
Marienel Cox
CPW
Jeff & Susan Cribbs
Mary Evans Crocker
Brab Crooks
Scott Daniel
William Blake Daniel
Davis Marketing International, LLC
Harry Davis
Tommy & Martha Ann  Davis
Sam & Jaime Dawson
Maya Day
Frank & Barbara DeLustro
Digestive Disease Group, PA
Duck & Mary Dodgen
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
Shell & Mary Dula
*Wells & Amanda Dunlap
Taft & Dawn Eaker
David Eddy
Donna Edmonds
Alfred Endler, Jr.
Doug & Kim Ferguson
Jerry & Natalina Ferlauto
Brian & Erica Ferry
Lindsay Fluckiger 
Michael & Corley Fox
Robert & Patricia Frederick
Henry Gambrell
Janet Buie Gilmore
Susan Goldberg
Betty Goodnough
Horace & Janet  Gossett

Cathy Gowan
James Green
Greenwood Regional  
Rehabilitation Hospital
Lynn Griffith
Kim Guthrie
Karen Hagan
Judy Haley
Harrison Hall
The Doug Hanson Family
Bob & Ann Haynie
Joe & Evelyn Heyward
Robert & Carrie Hofmann
Becky Holland
John & Barbara Holman
Anne-Miller Hyatt
Nikole Inzana
J. McLaughlin
Meredith Hope James
Chacko John
Angela Johnston
Danny & Rachel Kale
Kevin & Angie Kandalaft
Karl & Debbie Kelly
Mary Knapp
*Sam & Aphrodite Konduros
Delphine LaGroon
Karen Lamonds
Abbi Lane-Cordova
Jeff & Robin Lanford
Laurens County Water and Sewer 
Commission
Ralph & *Erin Layland
Yogsing & Patricia Lee
Joe & Ruth Lesesne
The Manning Law Firm
Gary Martin
Dawn C Mays
McDonald Patrick Poston 
Hemphill & Roper, LLC
Moffatt Grier McDonald
Tom & Mary McGraw
Thomas & Virginia McHugh
Edward & Kathleen McMillan
Matthew McNeil
Cecilia Mescall
Paul & Audrey Meunier
Philip Montgomery
Sue Moore
Scott & Mary Moss
Ed & Brenda Munnerlyn
Cynthia Murray
Alice J. Nance
Linda E. Nelson
Floyd & Mamie Nicholson
Suzanne Nicholson
Phyllis Nolan
Jeff & Donna Norman
Austin Ort
Paula Palaima
Derek Paquin
Ron & Shirley Pate
Kim & Craig Penland
Alan & Jane Percy
Elizabeth Perry
Pintail CRE
Bryan Pittman
*Ted & Christina Pitts
Mikal Plumley
Tracie Potillo
Blake Pratt
Karen Price
Paul & Margaret Pridmore
Jeremy & Dianna Puskas

Tammy Puskas
Jan Puzar
Thomas Rambo
Harbin Redrick
Glenn & Janis Reese
Gerald & Jean Reeves
Regency Park Apartment Homes
*Claude & Nicole Robinson
Curtis & Debbie Rogers
Joseph Rogina
Raymond Roland
Jonathan Rollins, MD
Sadler Hughes Apothecary
Trilochan Sahoo
Sara Sarasua
Suzanne Sauer
Jim M Scalise
Linda Schmidt
Charles & Chris Schwartz
Aubrey Scott
Barry & Carol Shearin
John Patrick Sheehan
Jeannie Shenal
Stephen & Jodi Shenal
Brandon & *Tara Smith
Eddie & Brooke Smith
John E Smith
Sound Systems and More
South State Bank
Southern Burglar A PYE-BARKER 
Company
Spinks Family Foundation
Steifle’s Appliance
Robert  & Marian Stillwell
Tommy & Tara Stoddard
Rodney & Robin Stone
Laura Supra
Mike & Gloria Surgenor
Brad & Amie Thompson
Tom Treichel
Katie Valle
Velux Greenwood, LLC
Heather Wagner
Watterson Electric Service
Shawn Watterson
John & Anna Welborn
Wells Fargo Foundation
Bill & Becky Wheeler
Steve & Joan White
Frank & Lisa Wideman
Tim & Julie Wideman
Lynn Wilkes
Cary & Julie Wilkie
Allison Wilson
Erica Wilson
John & Kelly Wiseman
Mary Woodiwiss
Christie Wright

Giving Greater  
Care Circle  
(Employee donors)

Fatima Abidi
Fran Annese
Gavin Arno
Anonymous (7)
Ken & Karen Barmore
Jonathan & Lori Bassett
Spencer & Laura Beamer
Shannon Bell

Joan Bishop
Amy Botts
Matt & Kitty Braaten
Laura Buch
Eugene & Brandi Buff
Grant & Kameryn Butler
Allison Cason
Rachel Collins
Jessica Cooley Coleman
JC & Kathleen Crowder
Amayia Davis
Bob & Jane Dean
Amy Dobson
Katy Drazba
Judy Farmer
Robin Fletcher
Mike & Casey Friez
Phillip Gonce
Brittany Hennigan
Simone Hetherington
Lynda Holloway
Khirston Howard
Blake Johnson
Jill Johnson
Julie Jones
Aneta Kaczmarczyk & Bruno 
Poplawski
PK Kandhadai & Sneha  
Mokashi
Talitha D. Kay
David & Cady Nell Keener
Francyne Kubaski
Mackenzie Lally
Jack Ledbetter
Kaya Lemire
Bonne Lethco
Angie Lichty
Ellen & Shawn Linebaugh
Raymond Louie
Mike & Kelly Lyons
Rebecca MacPherson
Melanie May
Georgia Miller
Dinah Morse
Tonya Moss
Jaclyn Murry
Rebecca Myers
Wesley Patterson
Itzel Pavon
Austin & Laura Pollard
Lindsey Price
Paul & Margaret Pridmore
G & Boo Ramage
Emily Richardson
Alison Romagnoli
Nikhil Sahajpal
Richard & Susan Schroer
John & Kathy Scott
Xuemei Shi
Steve & Cindy Skinner
Tiffany Stalcup
Rich & Heather Steet
Janet Still
Wanda Tafta
Teresa Thompson
David & Leta Tribble
Jennifer Vissoe
Michael & Kellie Walden
Melinda Whetsell
Loretta Witt

Gifts during GGC’s most recently completed  
fiscal year July 1, 2024- June 30, 2025



Care Reimagined

Leave a Legacy of Hope  
A gift in your will or estate plan can change lives for generations. Join the Mendel Society and help 
ensure that future families benefit from the compassionate care and research of the Greenwood 
Genetic Center.

To learn more, contact our Foundation team.

GGC.org/Foundation                                   

101 Gregor Mendel Circle
Greenwood, SC 29646

Cady Nell Keener       ckeener@ggc.org        (864) 388-1813

The GGC Foundation’s Care Reimagined campaign is supporting GGC’s Precision 
Medicine Initiative. This initiative will improve ACCESS to genetic services, enhance the 
ANALYSIS of genetic data, provide ANSWERS for more families, and employ ACTIONS 
to treat genetic disorders. 

Learn more about the campaign by contacting the Foundation or using the QR code.


