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Genesis was one of the very first patients in the US to 
receive a new treatment for her rare metabolic condition.



GGC Celebrates Rare Disease Awareness Day

Brittany Hennigan, GGC molecular technologist, prepares a sample for testing



Dear Friends,

The Greenwood Genetic Center is at a defining moment.

For more than 50 years, GGC has built a reputation for compassionate patient care, innovative diagnostics, 
groundbreaking research, and engaging education. Generations of families have trusted us to find answers, and 
generations of donors have believed in what is possible here.

Today, genetics is evolving rapidly, opening new possibilities for diagnosis, treatment, and discovery.

As the field changes, we are asking an important question:

What does excellence look like for GGC in the next 50 years?

The answer isn’t simply about becoming bigger. It’s about building on what has always made GGC special — 
exceptional people committed to patient-focused care — while embracing new possibilities.

You have helped bring us to this moment.

Throughout this Gratitude Report, you’ll see what your generosity has made possible: lives changed, answers 
found, discoveries pursued and opportunities created because you chose to believe in this work.

But I hope you’ll also see momentum.

We have an extraordinary opportunity to build on five decades of excellence and shape what comes next. 
Philanthropy allows us to pursue promising ideas, invest in innovation and go further for the patients and families 
who depend on us.

As you read this report, celebrate what you have helped accomplish — and imagine what could come next.
Then, help us widen the circle.

Who do you know who should know about the Greenwood Genetic Center? A friend, colleague, neighbor or 
community leader who shares your belief in innovation, discovery, and better possibilities for families?
Introduce us. Bring someone for a tour. Invite them to an event. Share our story.

You helped build what GGC is today. Now, we invite you to help us build what comes next.

The future of genetics is unfolding quickly. With people like you alongside us, GGC can continue to be a place 
where science, compassion, and possibility come together to change lives.

Thank you for believing in GGC, making this work possible, and being part of what comes next.

With Gratitude,

Cady Nell Keener
Executive Director
Greenwood Genetic Center Foundation



Compassionate Care

GGC Foundation Gifts
                                       was raised for the GGC Foundation through the generosity of 339  
                                    donors. Funds supported all areas of the GGC mission, including 
$114,328 to directly impact patients through the GGC Cares Fund to offset the cost of 
vital genetic services for uninsured or underinsured families. In the last year, $88,902 was 
paid out to assist 46 families with the cost of genetic care, testing, and/or treatment.

                         patients with genetic concerns received clinical  
                        care through in-person consultations, telemedicine 
evaluations, or asynchronous eVisits.
5,721

Finding Answers
                         diagnostic genetic tests were completed to help identify  
                         an often long-awaited diagnosis - providing answers and 
the hope of an improved quality of life for patients and their families.
17,819      

Future Geneticists
                          students in middle and high school were exposed to  
                          innovative hands-on lab experiences to improve their 
understanding of genetics and explore career opportunities in our exciting 
and rewarding field.

6,378

Research Advances
                             in research grant funding awarded through  
                             continued success with NIH grants and numerous 
awards from family-led rare disease foundations to continue long-
standing projects and initiate new discoveries.

$1.17M

Global Reach
            peer-reviewed papers were published in scientific  
            journals to share GGC’s important advances with 
researchers, diagnosticians, and clinicians and to benefit families 
around the world. 

70

All data reflect GGC’s most recently completed fiscal year of  
July 1, 2025- June 30, 2026

$685,072



Thanks to you!
Your GENE-rosity is INSPIRING!

Your generosity is making a meaningful 
difference in the lives of patients and 

families across South Carolina and beyond. 
Through your support, GGC can expand 

access to care, advance diagnostic testing, 
deepen our understanding of genetic 

disorders, and prepare the next generation 
of clinicians and scientists. Together, 
we are creating a brighter future for 

individuals and families affected by genetic 
conditions.

Mackenzie Lally, GGC molecular technologist, sets up a  
long-read sequencing run.



Genetics Care Reimagined
GGC’s Precision Medicine Initiative is changing the way we provide genetics 
care! Through our ‘Four A’s’ we are envisioning a world where all patients 
who need services have that ACCESS, and through state-of-the-art and novel 
technologies our ANALYSIS will provide long-awaited ANSWERS which will lead 
to ACTION through effective and personalized treatments. 

Access
“People often see my disability first. 
Here at GGC, they see me first.

Usually there’s an awkward 
conversation about disability. There 
wasn’t one here, which was really 
refreshing. They just accepted it as 
part of me - but not all of me.”

Riley Crawford
An aspiring genetic counselor and GGC intern, 
who found hope through genetics and aims to 

spend her career bringing that same hope to 
other families.

Analysis
“When my genetic counselor 
said, ‘We’re 99% sure this 
is Pompe disease — and it’s 
treatable,’ it was the best news 
I’d gotten in a long time... It made 
life worth living.

What followed was more than a 
diagnosis. It was hope, support, 
and a care team that truly 
listened.”

Michael Thames
After living for years with the wrong diagnosis, 

Michael found GGC who reevaluated his 
condition and found not only the right  

answer, but also the right treatment.

Meet Michael here 

Read more about Riley here



“Just knowing that something 
was wrong, but not knowing what 
it was. That was the most terrified 
I’ve ever been in my life.

We are beyond lucky that we have 
the Greenwood Genetic Center 
right here in our backyard… 
because they literally saved her 
life.”

Chelsea Lake 
Mom to Lila who was diagnosed early and 
found support, care, and a medical home 

with the Greenwood Genetic Center’s 
Metabolic Team.

Action
“We are grateful to the 
Greenwood Genetic Center 
for their excellent care and for 
staying on the cutting edge of 
treatment for rare diseases where 
there are often few answers and 
even fewer treatments.

With their support, we were 
only the second family in the US 
to start a newly approved drug 
- giving us more hope for her 
future.”

Luz Mejia 
Mom to Genesis who recently started a new 

FDA-approved enzyme replacement treatment 
for arginase deficiency.

OUR MISSION

The Greenwood Genetic Center is a nonprofit institute organized to provide 
clinical genetic services, diagnostic laboratory testing, educational programs 

and resources, and research in the field of medical genetics.

Answers

See more of Lila’s story here



What’s your

Why?
Maybe you give because the Greenwood Genetic 
Center has directly impacted you or someone you 
love, or because you want to support an organization 
that is committed to compassionate care, or maybe 
you’re really excited about the science...

“As a member of the Greenwood Genetic Center Foundation 
Board and family member of a patient, I have seen firsthand 
the profound impact GGC has on families. For more than 
35 years, GGC has been part of my family’s story, and I am 
deeply grateful for their compassionate care and lasting 
difference in our lives. It is an honor and privilege to give 
back to an organization that means so much to my family 
and continues to touch the lives of so many others.”

Reynolds Flowe
Broker, Pintail Commercial Real Estate

GGC Foundation Board of Trustees 

“For 19 years, I made the trip from Florence to serve on the 
Greenwood Genetic Center’s Board of Directors. Each visit 
deepened my appreciation for the people and the work 
being done there. I have always been especially moved by 
GGC’s commitment to children and the families searching 
for answers. Though my board service has ended, my 
belief in that mission remains strong. I give because I’ve 
seen the dedication behind the care, and I want to help 
that work continue.”

Dr. Joseph Heyward
Former member GGC Board of Directors 

“Nothing inspires me more than our team effort to deliver 
answers to the families we serve. It is my privilege and 
honor to be a part of the donations to make diagnosis and 
treatment move in the right direction. Where Compassion 
Inspires Progress by Giving Greater Care, I believe the 
answers families are waiting for may be only a few steps 
away, and I am proud to play a part in helping us get there.”

Joan Bishop, MT,H(ASCP), CG(ASCP)
Quality Assurance Manager, GGC Diagnostic Laboratory

If you’d like to share your reason for 
giving, please scan the QR code.



Together we

Care
GGC Foundation events bring together patients, 
families, employees, community members, and 
generous supporters who share a commitment 
to advancing GGC’s mission. Through these 
meaningful connections, we strengthen our GGC 
community, raise awareness, and help remove 
financial barriers to genetic care. 

Race the Helix 
Completing our 15th year in Greenwood and 12th year 
in the Upstate, Race the Helix continues to grow its 
impact across local communities with support from 
individuals and national sponsors. The 5K event brings 
people together to support the GGC Cares Fund and 
directly benefit families in need.

Grateful Giving Week
In May, the GGC Foundation held its first-ever Grateful 
Giving Week, centered on the theme “No One Should 
Walk This Journey Alone.” Through inspiring stories 
shared by families, donors, faculty, and staff, the week 
highlighted GGC’s compassionate care, advanced 
diagnostics, and innovative research. Employees also 
joined in the celebration with fun Spirit Week activities.

THE IMPACT
Together, the Greenwood and Upstate events raised 
$56,258 for the GGC Cares Fund. 

Keys for Care
The GGC Foundation’s third dueling pianos 
fundraiser was held in January, bringing 
together friends and supporters for a fun-filled 
evening of great music, food, and celebration. 
The event supported GGC’s Care Reimagined 
campaign, helping to fund GGC’s continued efforts 
to improve access, diagnoses, and treatments for 
all families.

THE IMPACT
$51,620 raised for the Care Reimagined campaign.
Next event: January 21, 2027 

THE IMPACT
Over $28,000 was raised to support GGC’s Care 
Reimagined campaign.



Thank you to our Generous Donors
* Current members of GGC’s Board of Directors, Holdings Board, or the GGC Foundation Board of Trustees

Founder’s Society  
($25,000+ lifetime giving)

Josephine Abney
Bill & Hazel Allin
Amgen USA, Inc.
AWT Family Foundation
Believe in Me Foundation
Bionano Genomics
BlueCross BlueShield of South    
   Carolina Foundation
Joe & *Vickie Chandler
Chris & Rebecca Twomey Family     
   Foundation
Countybank Foundation
The Duke Endowment
The Duke Energy Foundation
Robert & Martha Erwin
First Citizens Foundation
Foundation for a Greater  
   Greenwood
The Fullerton Foundation, Inc.
George Ballentine Ford, Lincoln, Inc.
Richard & Sharlene Greene
Harold P. Hope III
Dru Timmons James & Ennis James
Steven & Claire Kuhl
Dianne Patricia Leary Fund
Andy & Barbara Massimilla
John & Norma McAlhany
Jim & Jane McDonald
*John & Julie Miller
Mutual of America Financial Group
Jay & Christy Nexsen
O’Dell Corporation
Walter Patterson III
Ravenel & Elizabeth Curry  
   Foundation
Dayton & Anne Riddle
Jim Self
Sally Self
The Self Family Foundation
Self Regional Healthcare
Richard & Helen Simensen
Steve & Cindy Skinner
Jurgen & Anita  Spranger
Roger & Leslie Stevenson
Chip & Lorraine Stockman
Sonny & Kay Tuck
William A. & Betty J. Klauber Trust
Don Wilson
Ray L. Wilson Fund
Frank & Cathy Witney 

Double Helix Society 
($1,000+ annual giving)

Peggy Adams
Elizabeth C. Anderson Revocable    
   Trust
Gavin Arno
*Mark & Hope Askew
*Dell & Tink Baker
Ruck & *Terri Barnes
John & Claudia Bartoli
Joseph Beaudrot
BellMoore Construction
Bill & Connie Timmons Foundation
BioMarin
Bionano Genomics
Joan Bishop
Brandi Buff
Ashley Campfield
Carolina Health Centers, Inc.
Joe & *Vickie Chandler
*Richard & Patty Christian
City of Greenwood
Clemson University
*Howell & Joan Clyborne
Alice Coesens
*Reid & Margaret Conrad
Mike & Rossie Corwon
Countybank Foundation
CPW Greenwood
Ravenel B. Curry
Cycle Pharmaceuticals Limited
*Christen & Tony Davis
Peggy Davis
Davis Family Foundation, Inc.
Frank & Barbara DeLustro
Gerry & Avary Doubleday
Eaton Charitable Fund
Elaine Epstein
Robert & Martha Erwin
*Erica & Brian Ferry
Chuck & Sharon Fox
Mike & Casey Friez
Fulcrum Risk Solutions
The Fullerton Foundation, Inc.
George Ballentine Ford, Lincoln, Inc.
Richard & Sharlene Greene
Greenwood Capital Associates
Greenwood Development LLC
Gary & Marg Gunderson
Hack Foundation
Andrew & Sarah Hartung
Bob & Ann Haynie
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.
John & Linda Hunt
Julie Jones
*Kevin & Angie Kandalaft

Doug Kauffmann
David & Cady Nell Keener
Karl & Debbie Kelly
Bill Klauber 
John & Stephanie Klauber
Tom & Beth Klauber
Steven & Claire Kuhl
Sumeer & *Megha Lal
Jeff & Robin Lanford
*Matt & Liza Logan
Lonza Greenwood, LLC
Tommy & Lynne Lovett
Mike & Kelly Lyons
Greg & Vicki Mappin
Andy & Barbara Massimilla
Calhoun & Cathy Mays
Linda McDonald
*John & Julie Miller
Chuck & Alice-Ann Moates
Bobby Motte
Lomax & Marilyn Murphy
Jay & Christy Nexsen
Maynard Nexsen
Kenny & Nancy Poston
Principal Financial Group
*Chris & Donna Przirembel
PTC Therapeutics
Arthur Radcliffe
G & Boo Ramage
Richard & Susan Schroer
*Charles & Sarah Schulze
*Bubba & Leigh Self
Furman & *Kay Self
Mat & Dixie Self
Sally Self
Self Family Foundation
Self Regional Healthcare
Steve & Cindy Skinner
Dewitt & Cindy Smith
*Tara & Brandon Smith
South Carolina Tel-Con
Janet Still
Chip & Lorraine Stockman
John & Ferol Stroud
Jack & Bebe Tarleton
Wyatt & Bess Thompson
David & Kerry Tieman
UHY Management Company
Lynn Vaughn
Bill & Louise Watkins
Wesley Commons Health &  
   Rehabilitation Center
*Holisa & Calvin Wharton
Frank & Lisa Wideman
Don Wilson
*Ray & Marie Wilson
Frank & Cathy Witney



Discovery Circle 
(up to $999 annual giving)

Mary Charlene Albon
Brad Alexander
Lee Allison 
Maria Alvarez
Anna Arnett
Eric Badillo
Lisa Bartanus
Ali Baughman
David Bell
Hunter Bell
Ansley Bennett
Thomas & Katie Bickes
Elaine Bishop
C.E. Bourne & Co., Inc.
Julie & Glenn Brown
*Helen & Pierce Campbell
Denise & Kevin Carpentier
Kenneth & Sue Carrick
Chick-fil-A Foundation
Elizabeth Collins
Anne Craig
Queenie Crawford
Kristen Cronin
John & Martha Ann Davis
Davis Marketing International, LLC
Maya Day
Digestive Disease Group, PA
DMD Plumbing, LLC
Gwen & Jerry Dobson
Duck & Mary Dodgen
Due West Specialties, Inc.
*Wells & Amanda Dunlap
Andrew Duvall
Joseph & Laurie Dyches
Fay Edwards
Amy Ellis
Ericka Endicott
Alfred Endler
Nicholas Esposito
David & Sarah Everman
Faith Tabernacle Deliverance     
   Temple
*Jimmell Felder & Alan Paysinger
Doug & Kim Ferguson
Scott Floyd
Terry Franklin
Robert & Patricia Frederick
Susan Goldberg
Betty Goodnough
Cathy Gowan
Bryan Green
Lula Green
Greenwood Regional  
   Rehabilitation Hospital
Lisa Grier
Karen Hagan
Harrison Hall
The Doug & Anna Marie Hanson     
   Family
Harley Funeral Home &  
   Crematory

Archie Hendley 
Roger Hendley
Samantha Hepner
Joseph & Evelyn Heyward
Robert & Carrie Hofmann
Robert Honea
Casey & Jill Hunt
Angelika Impeduglia-Gielow
Nikole Inzana
J. McLaughlin
Chacko John
Jacob Johnson
Edith Jones 
Kim Jones
Charles Jordan
Danny & Rachel Kale
Jim & Kathy Kelly
Mary Knapp
Abbi Lane-Cordova
Laurens County Water &  
   Sewer Commission
Ralph & *Erin Layland
Patricia & Yogsing Lee
Joe & Ruth Lesesne
Ellen & Shawn Linebaugh
Mike Lukridge
Tyreik Lyles
Bruna Lynch
Trudy Mackay & Robert Anholt
Shelley MacLean 
The Manning Law Firm
Jeff May
Johnny McAlhany
McDonald Patrick Poston     
   Hemphill & Roper, LLC
Moffatt Grier McDonald
Mary McGee
Lincoln & Rhonda McGinnis
McKissick Study Club
Edward & Kathleen McMillan
Rick & Joy McWhorter
Paul & Audrey Meunier
Hannah & Patrick Moore
Sue Moore
Wendell Nash
Deb Natvig
Linda Nelson
New Beginnings Diabetic &     
   Home Care
Floyd & Mamie Nicholson
Suzanne Nicholson
Phyllis Nolan
Ann Nunamaker
Linda Palmer
Shane & Kathy Paris
Ron & Shirley Pate
Alan & Jane Percy
Pintail CRE
*Ted & Christina Pitts
Mitra Poorak
Tammy Puskas
Jan Puzar
Gerald & Jean Reeves

*Claude and Nicole Robinson
Cindy Rollins 
Jonathan Rollins
Shelby Runkles
Sadler Hughes Apothecary
Rafal & Joanna Sadurski
Sara Sarasua
Suzanne Sauer
Charles & Chris Schwartz
Robert H. Shackelford, Jr. & Sons
Jeannie Shenal
David Skinner
John Smith
Sound Systems & More
James South
Southern Burglar: A    
   PYE-BARKER Company
Austin Steelman
Steifle’s Appliance
*Bill & Linda Stevens
Robert & Marian Stillwell
Rodney & Robin Stone
Melissa Sullivan
Laura Supra
Liz Thornal
Walter & Katherine Todd
David & Casey Tompkins
Kinsley Trasak
Nina Trent
Velux Greenwood, LLC
Ann Vied
Watterson Electric Service
Stephanie Weathers
West Carolina
Steve & Joan White
Timothy & Julie Wideman
Allison Wilson
John & Kelly Wiseman
William Woods
Wunderkind Preschool Academy
Jianping & Ruiling Xu Yuan

Giving Greater  
Care Circle  
(Employee donors)
Fran Annese
Gavin Arno
Kevin Babson
Ken & Karen Barmore
Jonathan & Lori Bassett
Shannon Bell
Joan Bishop
Amy Botts
Matt & Kitty Braaten
Laura Buch
Brandi Buff
Grant & Kameryn Butler
Allison Cason
Christa Clinemyer
Rachel Collins
Jessica Cooley Coleman

Kathleen Dillard Crowder
Amayia Davis
Bob & Jane Dean
Amy Dobson
Katy Drazba
Barbara DuPont
Judy Farmer
Robin Fletcher
Mike & Casey Friez
Phil Gonce
Brittany Hennigan
Lynda Holloway
LaToya Hughes
Rachael Hughes
Melea Jefferson
Patti Jennings
Blake Johnson
Jill Johnson
Julie Jones
PK Kandhadai & Sneha  
   Mokashi
Talitha Kay
David & Cady Nell Keener
Francyne Kubaski
Bonne Lethco
Angie Lichty
Helen Logan
Jessica Lopez
Raymond Louie
Mike & Kelly Lyons
Melanie May
Georgia Miller
Amaan Monda
Dinah Morse
Tonya Moss
Jaclyn Murry
Joy Norris
Wesley Patterson
Caroline Pinson
Austin & Laura Pollard
Bruno Poplawski & Aneta     
   Kaczmarczyk
Archana Prabhakaran
Lindsey Price
G & Boo Ramage
Tracy Reynolds
Alison Romagnoli
Richard & Susan Schroer
John & Kathy Scott
Steve & Cindy Skinner
Brett Sparks
Kim Stewart
Janet Still
Wanda Tafta
David & Leta Tribble
Jennifer Vissoe
Michael & Kellie Walden
Melinda Whetsell
Loretta Witt
Anonymous (6)

Gifts during GGC’s most recently completed  
fiscal year July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026



101 Gregor Mendel Circle
Greenwood, SC 29646



